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brought universally to have kept the Devil's coun-
sel, and have come into the plot, at the price of
their eternal felicity, and the souls of all their friends.

The Devil's plot would certainly have been blown
long before it was, and the priests of the oracles
would most certainly have, first or last, have betrayed
their master, and exposed the whole cheat. But the
case was evidently this, the Devil found the way to
delude and impose upon the very priests themselves;
and not only suggested to them, but made them
really believe, that the gods conversed with them,
that the voices they heard, the answers dictated by
their oracles, the apparitions, &c., were all the real
appearances of their gods, those In particular whose
servants and priests they were; when in truth it
was no more than a gross delusion, and an appear-
ance of the Devil.

I make no doubt but that the tumult raised by
the silversmiths at Ephesus, though they in particu-
lar were touched with the sense of their interest,
and the loss of their craft and trade, yet was carried
on in the sincerity of their ignorance by those who
called her the great goddess Diana, whom they and
all the world worshipped; that they who cried
Great is Diana of the Ephesians, believed her to
be so, and had not the least notion of their worship-
ping the Devil.

I doubt not but the priests of Apollo at Delphos,
who waited there to give out the answers to the
several inquirers that came with their gifts to the
oracle, believed that the said oracles were issued by
the gods, and especially by Apollo himself; and little
thought that they (the priests) were tools of the
Devil, to cheat and amuse the world, and propagate
idolatry; for which the true God, who was highly
affronted in the fraud, would one day put them all
to silence.

Thus far, I think the clergy are beholden to me